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patrol was approaching. Lutek and the major went out immediately. Later the boys followed, leaving Lucia in the hide-out She could hear no shots, but there were dull thuds above her head*
She went out It was dawning. In a tihicket near "by was Lutek with a few of his men, talking to the doctor of the regiment. The doctor was dressed in a peasant garb and at first Lucia did not recognize him. On the ground were five men, bound and gagged, German prisoners.
"AH right, doctor, well take that one home with us * Lutek declared.
They sent the four other Germans away. The fifth one was wounded. He was an officer. He had a bullet in his chest, but was conscious* The doctor put a dressing on his wound, gave him some medicine, and the boys brought him down to their cave.
Lucia was assigned to take care of the young German officer For several days he lay there in high fever, on the verge of death Then he began to gain slowly. But the bullet was still in his body and could not be taken out The German was handsome. He seemed kind. And he seemed upright His mother was Polish, he told Lucia, and he himself spoke good, pure Polish.
The convalescence dragged on, and Lucia began to realize that she was in love with the German prisoner, and that he was in love with her. They never spoke about it, but they both knew it The German was often questioned by Lutek and the old major. He never betrayed German military secrets, but he asked Lutek to trust him that he would also never betray the ^forest menV* secset He gave Lutek his word, too, that he would not try to escape. He asked to be allowed to stay as long as possible with the unit
One night the young German called Lucia over to him* She went to his bedside, afraid of what she might hear, not wanting to hear it, yet longing for it, too.